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the best intentions in the world, for the sake of pro-
moting,so holy a cause; or even where this delusion
has no place, vanity, excited by so strong a temptation,
operates on him more powerfully than on the rest of
mankind in any other circumstances, and self-interest
with equal force."*

210.  There are circumstances, however, in this mi-
racle, which may be felt as difficulties by those who
neither deny the continuance of a Divine Presence in
the Church, nor accuse her Pastors and Teachers of
impious imposture.    Yet it is difficult to treat of them,
without entering upon doctrinal questions which are
not in place in the present  Essay.    One or two of
them, which extend to the case of other alleged mira-
cles of the early Church, besides the one immediately
before us, shall here be briefly considered, and that in
the light which the analogy or the pattern of Scrip-
ture throws upon them, which is the main view I. have

taken of objections all along.

* ,^

211.  Now, first it may be urged that the discovery

of the blood of the Martyrs is not after the prece-
,dent of anything we meet with in Scripture, which
says very little of relics,^and nothing of relics of
stich a character as this, involving as it does a miracle.
)Afhat is the true doctrine about relics, how they are
to be regarded*^ what is their use and their abuse, is
no question before,us. If it could be shown that the
a Essay on Miracles.